
Regional SMP 06-16-15 Regional Working Group Meeting Summary Page 1 
 

Regional Shoreline Master Programs Updates 

Regional Working Group 

June 16, 2015 

Meeting Summary 

 

Location: Training Room, Walla Walla County Public Health and Legislative Building 

314 West Main, 2
nd

 floor, Walla Walla, WA 

 

Regional Working Group 

 Attendees: Mike Buckley – Property Owner 

   Mark Grandstaff – Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 

   Sheryl Cox – Property Owner 

   Jim Kuntz – Port of Walla Walla Walla County  

   Randy Hinchliffe – City of Waitsburg Planning Representative 

   Karen Stanton-Gregutt – Property Owner 

   Don Schwerin – Citizens for Good Governance 

   Jaime Short – Department of Ecology 

 

 Absent: Brian Burns – Tri State Steelheaders 

   Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation [Vacant] 

Greater Walla Walla Chamber of Commerce [Vacant] 

   Brent Potts – City of Prescott Planning Commission 

   Mark Wagoner – Gardena Irrigation District 

Chuck Carruthers – Walla Walla County Planning Commission 

Bruce McCaw – Walla Walla County Planning Commission 

 

Regional Shoreline Master Program Update Project Management Team: 

   Bill Stalzer – Project Team Leader 

Elizabeth Chamberlain – City of Walla Walla Representative  

 

Consultant:  Dan Nickel – The Watershed Company 

City/County Staff:  Lauren Prentice, Walla Walla County Community Development Department 

Blake Nass, Walla Walla County Community Development Department 

 

Two members of the general public were in attendance 

 

The meeting started at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Bill Stalzer opened the meeting up for public comment; two comments were presented.  

 Concern was expressed over the idea that most items being discussed in the SMP 

were being valued on an economic basis as opposed to ecologically. 

 Concern was also expressed as to whether enough studies had been conducted to 

determine if the mitigation requirements were accurately created and realistic. 
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Environmental Designation Maps 

Dan Nickel led members in a discussion of changes to the shoreline environmental designation 

(SED) maps.  Several locations within the Urban Growth Area of the county had SEDs associated 

with rural locations.  Mr. Nickel explained that a more appropriate SED was placed on these 

properties for consistency with the underlying urban zoning classification. 

 

Building Setbacks 

Bill Stalzer led the members in a discussion of building setbacks from buffers.  The purpose for 

such a setback was explained by Mr. Stalzer to maintain the integrity of the buffer. With no setback 

required, a structure could abut the critical area buffer, requiring the maintenance around it and 

initial construction activities to encroach upon the buffer.  Many jurisdictions, including the City of 

Walla Walla, have setbacks of between 5-15 feet.  Several members said they thought requiring a 5-

foot requirement in the County would be acceptable.  A few members thought that this was 

unnecessary and was too burdensome on property owners. 

Impervious Surfaces 

Neither the City of Walla Walla nor Walla Walla County currently has code standards limiting 

impervious surface.  Mr. Stalzer directed the meeting into a discussion of the impervious surface 

requirements that were recommended for the Rural Conservancy SED.  He stated that limiting 

residential development to no more than 10% of impervious surface is the minimum in State 

shoreline regulations.   

 

Yellowhawk Creek 

The current buffer for Yellowhawk Creek in the County’s Critical Area Regulations is 50-feet.  Mr. 

Nickel explained that both the Department of Ecology and the Washington State Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) upon review of the preliminary draft SMP had made recommendations 

that this is insufficient.  In a 2008 comment letter on the proposed critical area regulations WDFW 

recommended a stream buffer of 75-100 feet for the lower section of Yellowhawk Creek.  

 

Mr. Nickel and Larry Hooker, who was on the critical areas Technical Advisory Committee in 

2008, explained that the 50-foot buffer was essentially an average of the entire length of 

Yellowhawk Creek in the City and the County.  There are some areas where the existing, 

functioning buffer exceeds 50-feet and others where it is less.  Members expressed concern that 

revisiting the Yellowhawk Creek buffer would “open up a can of worms” and it would be necessary 

to revisit buffers for other shorelines.  Mr. Stalzer explained that the reason only Yellowhawk Creek 

needs to be reviewed is that in 2008, when the critical areas regulations were adopted, no portion of 

Yellowhawk Creek was within shoreline jurisdiction.  Conversely, all other SMP jurisdictional 

waters in the current draft SMP were subject to the Shoreline Management Act in 2008. 

 

A few members stated that a larger buffer seemed appropriate, given the existing conditions and 

recommendations from the Department of Ecology and WDFW.  Other members were very 

opposed to increasing the buffer at all.  Mr. Stalzer said that he will be asking the Project 

Management Team to review this issue at its upcoming meeting. 
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Rural Designation Criteria 

Mr. Stalzer outlined some minor changes to the Rural Residential and Rural Conservancy 

designation criteria. 

 

Mr. Stalzer opened the meeting for public comment; no comments were submitted. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 


